I. Introduction
Ichthyodiversity refers to variety of fish species; depending on context and scale, it could refer to alleles or genotypes within piscian population. Biodiversity is also essential for stabilization of ecosystems and for protection of overall environmental quality. India is one of the megadiversity countries in the world and occupies the ninth position in terms of freshwater megabiodiversity (Mittermeir & Mittermier, 1997). The Indian fish population represents 11.72% of species, 23.96% of genera, 57% of families and 80% of the global fishes. Out of 2200 species so far listed, 73 (3.32%) belong to the cold freshwater regime, 544 (24.73%) to the warm fresh waters domain, 143 (6.50%) to the brackish waters and 1440 (65.45%) to the marine ecosystem.
Aquaculture has been an important vector in the introduction, transfer and spread of aquatic diseases and parasites. The high risk of disease transmission and parasite infestation among species has increased the level of uncertainity which farm managers have to contend with to develop the industry. Three major reasons for the loss of diversification and loss to aquacultural practices:
 Parasite infestations  Bacterial, Viral, Fungal and Protozoan diseases  Introduction of Exotic species
Fishes are source of good quality protein that we can easily and completely digest. In addition, fishes are also excellent sources of polyunsaturated fatty acids. The status of health depends on the fish's genetic composition, prior history and the quality of the present environment for both, the fish and the pathogen. Environmental factors that are stressful to fish may actually provide a more optimal environment for pathogenic organisms and consequently increase their virulence. Disease can also be particularly problematic when pathogens and parasites carried by introduced species affect native species. An introduced species may find invading easier if potential predators and competitors have been decimated by disease. The parasitic fauna, its composition, the incidence and intensity of infestations it produces, are largely determined by the host's mode of life and type of food. Thus the environmental conditions determine the general characters of the parasitic fauna and the health of host fishes.
Fish diseases due to helminth parasite are one of the important problems in fish culture and fish farming. The importance of fish parasites is related directly to the importance of the fish they may affect. Parasites can influence the health of their hosts either directly or making them less resistant to environmental stresses. Some are capable of regulating host populations and they can influence community structure through their effects on different components which can decrease market value of their fish host, while other are of public health significance. Parasites also can be used as biological tags in population studies of fish. A lot of parasites cause severe physiological disturbances and pathological conditions in the host fishes. A majority of freshwater fishes carry heavy infections of parasites which cause deterioration in the food value of fish and may even result in their mortality. Besides these, there are a number of helminth parasites which are transmitted to human beings only through fish. Parasites are extremely abundant and diverse in nature, representing a substantial portion of global biodiversity. At least 50% of the species living on earth are parasites of some form, considering all viruses and some bacteria and the eukaryotic species most commonly associated with parasitology, including agents of diseases affecting not only humans, but also livestock, crops, and wildlife (Brooks & Hoberg, 2006) . Interestingly, only a small fraction of the existing species is of medical or veterinary importance (Price, 1980; Poulin & Morand, 2004 ). There are many reasons to include parasites in any biodiversity survey, and indeed to study parasite diversity on its own. For example, parasites have been mentioned several times as elegant and sophisticated biological markers and as contemporary probes of biodiversity (Gardner & Campbell, 1992) . Additionally, parasite diversity provides insights into the history and biogeography of other organisms, into the structure of ecosystems, and into the processes behind the diversification of life (Brooks & Hoberg, 2000; Poulin & Morand, 2000 , 2004 . In this context, parasites have, a dual and conflicting significance because they may regulate host populations, playing a central role in maintenance of genetic diversity and structuring host communities Brooks & Hoberg (2006) , and at the same time, they represent treats to human health, agriculture, natural systems, conservation practices, and the global economy (Horwitz & Wilcox, 2005 ).
An introduced species (exotic) is any species intentionally or accidentally transported and released by man outside its present range (Kottelat and Whitten, 1996) . Exotic species of fishes were introduced in many parts of the world for  Aquarium Keeping  Sport fishing  Improving local fishery potential and for broadening species diversity and  Controlling of unwanted organisms The exotics are a competition to indigenous fishes for food and habitat. They may prey upon native fishes, introduce new diseases and parasites, resultings in the production of hybrids and cause genetic erosion of indigenous species and degradation of the physicochemical nature of aquatic ecosystems. All this will subsequently lead to loss of biodiversity (Nymann, 1991) . During the last several decades over 300 species of exotic fishes have been brought into India for experimental aquaculture, sport fishing, mosquito control and aquarium keeping. A list of the important species introduced in Indian river systems are given in table. Although not many study has been carried out on the impacts of exotic fishes in Indian waters. 
Exotic fishes transplanted in India

E. Unauthorised introduction Bighead carp (Aristichthys nobilis) -----------Aquaculture African catfish (Clarias gariepinus) -----------Aquaculture Nile Tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus)
- There are many fishes which were earlier found in Meerut very easily but now they are rarely seen in the market. As discussed above, reasons could be many but the problem is same i.e. the extinction of many species. A study was conducted for two years; the data was recorded and summarized in the form of table to show a list of fish species which are economically important to mankind but now hardly available in the region. 
RARELY AVAILABLE FISHES
II. Conclusion
A large number of diseases occur in fish due to nutritional deficiency, parasitic infestation, over harvesting or unhygienic condition of water. Current trends in intensive fish farming lay emphasis on the prevention rather than treatment of fish diseases. Therapy can be applied to fish in three ways: External treatment, Systemic treatment, Parenteral treatment. India is one of the mega diversity countries with respect to freshwater species. There are plenty of culturable species and further introduction of exotic species is not required. India has to develop baseline data on the natural population potential of the indigenous species. Extreme risk areas should be indentified the effective monitoring and conservation programmes. The water bodies harboring endangered fishes must be declared as fish sanctuaries or aquatic diversity management areas.
